
Frequently Asked Questions 

Do I need a professional to prepare and submit my application? 

Depending on the complexity of the application, some applicants may find the expertise 
of someone who has an understanding of the planning process and the requirements of 
the various legislation and policies which pertain to planning as beneficial. It is not a 
requirement of the application process. Contact the Township planning department to 
obtain a list of frequently used consultants in the area. 

How can I find the information required for my application? 

Information regarding your property can be found on your tax bill (legal description, roll 
number etc.) as well as on Frontenac Maps (e.g. zoning). Should you require assistance 
with the application, it may be beneficial to hire a planning consultant to assist with the 
application.  

How are applications evaluated to be minor? 

As noted above, applications for minor variances are evaluated based on four tests. 
One of those tests is “is the application minor?” The concept of minor is evaluated 
through a qualitative approach, meaning that it is not numerically decided. While 
numbers may indicate the scale of difference, decisions on minor are also evaluated on 
impact. For example, if an application for an accessible ramp was submitted which 
brought a property over the lot coverage in the zoning by-law, the impact of the ramp 
would be weighed as well as the impacts of the increased lot coverage on the 
surrounding environment. Minor variance applications are meant to address the areas 
of grey within planning and therefore are required to be evaluated from a variety of 
different perspectives and lenses. 

What types of conditions may be included in the minor variance decision? 

Depending on the nature of your application, a minor variance decision may include 
conditions. These conditions are likely connected to features of your property or your 
proposed changes to ensure they align with the intent of the minor variance. Common 
conditions include requirements for the applicant to: 

 redirect downspouts to encourage a longer travelled path for rain water prior to 
entering a lake 

 revegetate shorelands or other natural areas; or 

 enter into a Development Agreement with the Township to ensure that the plans 
are carried out as shown in the application.  

I’ve changed my building plans from the minor variance that was approved. What 
happens now? 

Minor variances are issued based on the application approved by the Committee of 
Adjustment. Any changes will require a new minor variance application which reflect the 
revised building plans.  

 

http://www.frontenacmaps.ca/


 
For More Information, please contact the Planning Department by telephone at  
(613) 479-2231; or send an email to: 
Tara Mieske, Clerk/Planning Manager clerkplanning@northfrontenac.ca;  
Brooke Drechsler, Deputy Clerk/Assistant to the Planning Manager 
deputyclerk@northfrontenac.ca  
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