
Understanding 
Septic 
Re-Inspections



Sewage System Re-
inspections

Three types

ω Voluntary

ω Discretionary

ω Source Water Protection



Voluntary Sewage System  
Inspection Program

ω Excellent opportunity for education

ω Maintenance and Operation inspection

ω Property owners not required to participate 

ω Not Regulated by Ontario Building Code (OBC)



Mandatory 
Maintenance inspection 
programs

Building Code was amended in the 2011 as part 
of the Source Water Protection and Clean 
Water Act.

Two types of Mandatory programs

1. Mandatory Maintenance Inspection Program 
- Vulnerable areas identified in the Source Water 
Plans and Lake Simcoe Watershed

2. Discretionary Maintenance Inspection 
Program ςPrincipal Authorities can pass by-law 
implementing program 



Understanding Septic Re-Inspections

ω Impacts of a malfunctioning or 
failed system include:

ω Environmental degradation

ω Public health risks

ω Depreciated property values.



Understanding 
Septic Re-Inspections
Programs generally based around 
Section 8.9 of the Ontario 
Building Code:
ωHow systems are to function

ωOperated and Maintained in 
accordance to the Act or 
predecessor legislation

ωWhen systems need to be pumped / 
sampled / inspected



Understanding 
Septic 
Re-Inspections

ωLocation

ωAge of system

ωPrevious inspections

Document Review

ωVisual Only

ωSeptic Tank 

ωSewer Cameras

ωExcavations

Inspection

ωComplete form

ωCertificate

ωDocument

Reporting



Misunderstandings/Myths

ωClass 1 system

ωConstruction requirements

ωExempt from permitting

Outhouses 
not allowed

ωOBC Section 8.9

ωPredecessor Legislation

ωHomemade systems always 
need to meet code

System needs 
to meet 

Current Code



Misunderstandings/Myths

ωMaintenance required

Effluent 
filters 
ŘƻƴΩǘ 
work

ωMRSSO inspectors will 
not conduct an 
inspection without 
communication with 
owner.

Inspectors 
will just 
show up



Misunderstandings/Myths

Inspector needs to enter dwelling

ωBuilding Code Act only allows enter on to 
property

ωRequest for water to be run in dwelling to 
assist inspection

Cottages will be shut down

ωWorse case  - system can not be used until 
repaired/replaced

ωAlternatives can be put in place



Misunderstandings/Myths

Tank needs to be 
pumped for inspection

ωInspection should occur with 
tank at operating level

ωSludge and scum 
measurements can 
determine if pumping needed



Misunderstandings/Myths
wŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ϷмлΣлллΩǎ
Åaŀȅ Ŏƻǎǘ ϷмлΣлллΩǎ

ÅOBC provides 5 Classes of systems ςless 
expensive alternatives

ÅOuthouse/composting/incinerating toilet

ÅGreywater pit ςsome can be dug by hand ς
if you enjoy digging

Seasonal property use ςless often tank pumping
ÅSeptic tank treatment less efficient with 

periodic use

ÅOver winter ςbacteria dormant or die off

ÅSolids accumulate during system startup -
spring



All 
Systems 
Will Fail


