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Administrative Report

To: Mayor and Members of Council

From: Tara Mieske, Clerk/Planning Manager and
Tracy Zander, ZanderPlan, Planning Consultant

Recommended by: Cheryl Robson, AMCT, Chief Administrative Officer _______
CAO’s Initials

Date of Meeting: April 12, 2019

Re: Zoning By-law Review – Commercial Forestry Operations

Background
Forestry Management Policies were discussed by Council throughout the Official
Plan Review. On September 1, 2017 the following Resolution was passed:
Moved by Councillor Inglis, Seconded by Councillor Martin #389-17
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council receives for information the Clerk/Planning
Manager and Community Planner’s Administrative Report entitled “Official Plan-
Public Comments Received on Logging Operations being Restricted in the
Waterfront Area”;
AND THAT Council instructs the Planner to remove the policy from the revised
Official Plan and Council will consider a setback in the Zoning By-law currently
under review.
Carried

Section 4.17 - Forest Management and Related Uses of the Official Plan states:
“It is a policy of Council to recognize the importance of forests as a sustainable
resource within the Municipality. The stewardship of this resource activity is
recognized as taking place on both Crown Land and private land. On Crown
Land, forest management and wood production activities are encouraged as
governed under agreements under the Crown Forest Sustainability Act. In the
development of such agreements under the Act, Council will work with the
Province and the forest industry to ensure that other resource attributes are
considered and managed for their respective values. Council will encourage
private property owners to develop forest management plans as a means to
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contribute to the quality of life and economic health of the community. The
Municipality will also permit complementary land uses to forest management
practices and activities such as wildlife habitat improvement, or ecosystem
improvement and the active or passive use of forested areas for recreational
activities such as cross country skiing, picnicking, snowmobile and other similar
outdoor recreational facilities and resource uses. In recognizing the importance
of the forest resource within the Municipality, it is policy to both support and help
coordinate the application of forest stewardship techniques to ensure
compatibility with harvesting, renewal and maintenance operations with other
resource attributes, particularly wildlife and fish habitat.”

Section 4.10 – Waterfront Area in the Official Plan sets out the Definition, Basis
and Principles, Goals, Objectives, General Development Policies and Lake
System Health. Within this section it notes the importance of the Natural
Vegetative Buffer in several sections. Section 4.10.6 b) states, “Natural form
should dominate the character of the Waterfront. Natural shorelines may visually
screen development viewed from the water and buffer uses. Shorelines shall be
encouraged to be maintained in a predominantly natural state with tree cover and
ground vegetation retained as development occurs.” Section 4.10.6 l) states,
“Council may consider the implementation of a Tree Preservation By-law in
waterfront areas and any development or redevelopment of this area may be
permitted in accordance with the By-law.” Section 4.10.6 z) states: “The
retention of trees and native vegetation shall be encouraged through site plan
control or municipal development agreement to uphold the visual and
environmental integrity of the Waterfront Area. Where development is proposed,
a natural undisturbed buffer is required at the water’s edge to generally meet a
target of 15 metres (50 feet) in depth from the high water mark. Where little or no
natural buffer exists, renaturalizing will be required, where possible. Minor
accessory structures and an access pathway to the shoreline are permitted.
Section 4.10.7 d) States “The role of natural vegetated shorelines in buffering
waterbodies from erosion, siltation and nutrient migration adjacent to the
sensitive littoral zone is critical to the protection of water quality. Preservation and
restoration, where appropriate, of shoreline buffers is therefore necessary. The
frontage of a lot will be maintained in a natural state to a target depth of 15
metres (50 feet) from the shoreline where new lots are being created and where
vacant lots are being developed. Where lots are already developed and further
development or redevelopment is proposed, these targets should be achieved to
the extent feasible. Where these targets cannot be met, a net improvement over
the existing situation is required.”

As noted in the Planning Report prepared by Tracy Zander, ZanderPlan Inc.
dated March 22, 2019 entitled Zoning By-law Update the draft policies were
discussed with representatives of the forestry industry in the spring of 2018. At
the Public Meeting comments were received with respect to where forestry uses
should be permitted and comments raised about permitting these activities in
close proximity to the waterfront.
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Since the March 22, 2019 report was provided to Council additional comments
have been received from the public with concerns on restricting forestry
operations in the 150 metre area and with the proposed definition. At the March
29, 2019 Council Meeting, Council instructed the Contract Planner to prepare a
report with respect to forestry.

Research By
Tara Mieske, Clerk/Planning Manager
Tracy Zander, ZanderPlan, Planning Consultant

Comments
It is recommended the definition of Commercial Forestry Operations be as
follows: Commercial Forestry Operation means the management,
development, cultivation and harvesting of timber resources for gain or profit.

Council has four options:
1. To restrict Commercial Forestry Operations in Residential Waterfront and

Limited Service Waterfront zones or within a specific distance of a
waterbody.

2. Implement restrictions within a specific area.
3. Have no restrictions with respect to Commercial Forestry Operations

within the Zoning By-law.
4. Implement a Tree Preservation By-law; this option can be implemented in

conjunction with any of the three

Option 1
Council may choose to list Commercial Forestry Operations in specific zones. If
Council wishes they can include Commercial Forestry Operations in specific
zones and restrict it in others. For example, Council can choose to include it as a
permitted use in all zones excluding the Residential Waterfront and Limited
Service Waterfront zones.

This option will generally restrict Commercial Forestry Operations within 150
metres of a waterbody and include a minimum lot size.

Option 2
Council may choose to remove Commercial Forestry Operations from all zones
and add a General Provision to address restrictions. In this case Commercial
Forestry Operations would need to be in compliance with the provisions as set
out in the General Provisions section. For example:
Commercial Forestry Operations
Commercial Forestry Operations, as defined herein, shall be permitted in all
zones, subject to any By-law of the Township regarding Forestry or Tree
Preservation and subject to the following provisions:

a) Clearcutting shall be prohibited within the Natural Vegetation Buffer.
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b) Selective cutting is permitted in the area commencing at a point of 15
metres inland from the high water mark of a waterbody up to 30 metres
from the high water mark.

c) Additional tree removal within 30 metres of the high water mark of a
waterbody shall only be permitted where trees are marked for removal by
a Licenced Tree Marker or Registered Forester, or where tree removal
takes place by a Registered Professional Forester;

d) In the case where a property is under a forestry plan the requirements of
this By-law would not apply.

This option sets out the restrictions with respect to Commercial Forestry
Operations and provides protection for waterbodies. It is also consistent with the
provisions set out under Section 3.28 Natural Vegetation Buffer.

Option 3
Council may choose to permit Commercial Forestry Operations within all zones
and have no restrictions. Commercial Forestry would be subject to other
requirements set out in the Zoning By-law (i.e. Natural Vegetation Buffer,
setbacks to wetlands, natural heritage features, etc.).

Option 4
Council may choose to implement a Tree Preservation By-law. Section 4.10.6 l)
of the Official Plan provides “Council may consider the implementation of a Tree
Preservation By-law in waterfront areas and any development or redevelopment
of this area may be permitted in accordance with the By-law.” This option would
allow Council to implement restrictions with respect to forestry and tree
preservation through a separate policy.

Both the Official Plan and Zoning By-law have policies to protect the waterfront
area. It is important to provide information on the importance of protecting this
area and the restrictions in place. Planning staff are recommending once the
Zoning By-law is complete that information on key sections of the By-law be
communicated to the public, including information on the importance of protecting
the waterfront area. This can be done by creating information packages which
can be distributed to lake associations, communicated on the Township’s website
and social media accounts, etc. It is also recommended if forestry practices or
the removal of trees and/or vegetation becomes a concern Council may want to
implement further restrictions through a Tree Preservation By-law.

Financial Implications
In general there will be costs to implement the provisions of the Zoning By-law
and enforcement costs. There will also be costs with providing educational
materials to the public. These costs will depend on the number of
communications and how they are presented.

Recommendation
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Be It Resolved That Council receives for information the Clerk/Planning
Manager and Planning Consultant’s Administrative Report entitled “Zoning By-
law Review – Commercial Forestry Operations”;

And That Council approves the revised definition of Commercial Forestry
Operation and chooses Option 2, which includes adding a General Provision for
Commercial Forestry Operations and sets out the provisions for commercial
forestry, as set out in this report, and instructs the Planning Consultant to update
the Draft Zoning By-law in accordance with this option.


