
Call AFTER You Dig 

South Frontenac Sewage System Review 

For your Severance Application 

 

South Frontenac Building Department staff will inspect all proposed lots for their suitability 
to support a conventional sewage system for a typical three (3) bedroom home.  A 
conventional sewage system has an approximate footprint of 400 square metres (20 
metres by 20 metres).  Test holes need to be dug on each lot before this inspection. 
 
Instructions for Digging Test Holes 
 
1. Dig two test holes, preferably using an excavator, in the area where a sewage system 

might be constructed on each lot. This area must have a minimum of 250mm (10 
inches) of native in-situ soil, not previously imported fill. 

 
2. Excavate the two test holes to 1.5 metres (5 feet) or stopping if the shovel hits bedrock. 

The test holes must be at least 7.6 metres (25 feet) apart. The test holes should be 
protected and covered until the inspection.  

 
3. Mark the location of the test holes with ribbons, paint, or stakes. Mark the proposed 

property lines. Ensure that the public notice card for your Severance Application, 
provided by Township planning staff, is easily visible from the road.  

 
When you have completed all three steps, you must call the Development Services 
Department to request an inspection at (613) 376-3027 x2226. We will not conduct an 
inspection until you have done so.  We may request that you be on site during the 
inspection.  
 
Following the inspection, the inspector will prepare a report telling Township planning staff 
if the proposed lot can support a sewage system.  Planning staff cannot proceed with your 
application until the inspector’s report is received.   
 
It is important that you dig the test holes and request an inspection as soon as possible, 
especially if you submit your application close to or during the winter.  The inspector cannot 
safely and accurately conduct an inspection if there is substantial snow cover and frost in 
the ground. 


